TTB - Hebrews 7-13

Big Idea: Hebrews contrasts realms (this age vs. the age to come), not good vs. bad religion. The Torah, temple,
and priesthood are meaningful in their sphere; Messiah fulfills and surpasses them in the heavenly sphere and in
the coming age, and calls us to persevering holiness now.

Audience & Crisis

Context problem: When the book of Hebrews was written, Jewish disciples in and around Jerusalem had
been expelled from the Temple by the Sadducean high priests.

o This meant that they were unable to participate in offerings, or in prayers, or in other temple rituals.

o This, combined with the associated social pressure made it very hard for Jewish believers to follow
Jesus.

o laddition, some in the community were teaching that sacrificial foods, food that had been used in
the sacrificial system in the Temple and was therefore considered holy, were spiritually
indispensable (Heb 13:9-10). Meanwhile, common food, which was kosher but was not included in
the sacrificial system, was seen by these teachers as akin to unkosher food.

Key thesis of Hebrews: The earthly copy/shadow (tabernacle/temple, priests, sacrifices) points to the
heavenly reality where Messiah serves as High Priest (Heb 8:1-5; 9:11-12).

Cross-refs: Exod 25:9, 40 (pattern shown to Moses); Col 2:16-17 (festivals/Sabbath as “shadows of things
to come”).

“Avodah” = worship/service; the Temple service was commanded by God, not “vain repetition” (Rom 9:4).

Misunderstanding #1: Melchizedek is Not the Preincarnate Jesus
Texts: Gen 14:17-20; Ps 110:1,4; Heb 6:19-7:17.

Let’s clear up a big misunderstanding. Some say Melchizedek is Jesus showing up in Genesis. Hebrews
says otherwise.

Melchizedek is not a pre-incarnate Jesus. Hebrews uses him as a type, not an identity: “You are a priest
forever after the order of Melchizedek” (Ps 110:4). Notice—it doesn’t say, “You are Melchizedek.”
Hebrews is drawing a line of pattern, not person (Heb 7).

Genesis 14—Melchizedek, king of Salem (early Jerusalem), priest of EL Elyon, meets Abram with bread
and wine, blesses him, and receives a tithe (Gen 14:18-20).

Hebrews then spotlights the silences in Genesis: “without father, without mother, without genealogy” (Heb
7:3). Thatisn’t saying he was immortal or angelic; it’s literary silence—Scripture simply doesn’t list his
lineage. And Hebrews leverages that silence to contrast with the Aaronic system, which must be
genealogical by law (see Exod 29:9; and when genealogy can’t be proven, priests are benched—Ezra 2:61-
63).

So, Melchizedek’s priesthood in the narrative is non-genealogical; that’s the key feature Hebrews needs.

Now the punchline: “It is evident our Lord was descended from Judah ... and has become a priest not on
the basis of a legal requirement concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life.”
(Heb 7:14, 16-17)



Messiah’s priesthood rests on resurrection life, not tribal paperwork. That’s how Hebrews answers the
“But He’s not a Levite!” objection—different basis, same God.

The prophets anticipated a king-priest harmony: Zechariah 6:11-13 crowns Yehoshua the high priest and
speaks of the Branch who will rule, with the “counsel of peace” between the two offices.

Hebrews’ solution isn’t to collapse Judah into Levi on earth; it’s to locate Messiah’s priesthood in the
heavenly realm: He is Davidic king by genealogy and High Priest “after the order of Melchizedek” by
resurrection. Two offices, perfect peace—resolved heavenward (Heb 8:1-2; 9:11-12).

Here’s the claim we’re correcting: “Jesus replaced and nullified the Aaronic priesthood; temple promises
are void.”

Hebrews doesn’t say that. It contrasts realms:
o Earthly copy vs heavenly reality (Heb 8:1-5; 9:23-24).

o And note Hebrews 8:4: if Messiah were on earth, He wouldn’t be a priest, “since there are priests
who offer gifts according to the law.” Translation: the earthly priesthood was still operating when
Hebrews was written. The author isn’t calling it evil; he’s showing its sphere.

Meanwhile, Messiah serves where those patterns point—in the true tent God set up, not man (Heb 8:1-2).
Hebrews 9 gives you the categories: protos (first) and deuteros (second) (Heb 9:1-8).

o The first section of the tabernacle (holy place) = picture of this age—daily service, lamp, bread,
incense.

o The second (holy of holies) = pointer to the age to come—the unveiled presence of God.

So Hebrews isn’t preaching “old bad religion vs new good religion.” It’s mapping ages and realms: this age
served by the earthly copy; the age to come opened by Messiah in heaven.

Does this cancel Israel’s temple future? The prophets say no: Ezekiel 40-48 portrays a future temple;
Jeremiah 33:18 speaks of Levitical priests in perpetuity. Hebrews doesn’t erase that; it anchors our hope
now in Messiah’s heavenly priesthood (Heb 9:11-12), while the prophetic promises stand in God’s timing.

Misunderstanding #2: “Set Aside” # Torah is Canceled
Text: Heb 7:18-28.

“When Hebrews says ‘a former commandment is set aside’ (Heb 7:18), does that mean God canceled the
Torah and the priesthood? No. Hebrews is far more precise—and far more encouraging.”

We’re going to define what is “set aside,” in what sense, and why that matters for hope and holiness.
[READ Hebrews 7:18-19]

“A former commandment is set aside ... for the law made nothing perfect, but on the other hand a better
hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God.”

Think bypass, not bulldozer. The command that fixed the Aaronic priesthood by genealogy (cf. Exod 29:9,
“a perpetual statute”) is not erased; it’s bypassed with respect to perfection/resurrection—the very
thing the Aaronic system was never tasked to provide.

The text itself limits the scope: the “set aside” is in view of perfection, not in view of daily worship or the
Torah’s goodness.



Perfection = full access to God + resurrection life, the age to come reality Hebrews keeps aiming at.
Why Call It “Weak/ Useless” Here?

o Heb 7:18-19 (“weak and useless”)

o Context clue: “for the law made nothing perfect.”

o Translation: the Aaronic system could purify the flesh and bring you into holy space (its God-
given domain), but it could not raise the dead or cleanse the conscience forever.

o Torah itself assigns that earthly domain: Leviticus 4; 16 (sin and Day-of-Atonement procedures),
Numbers 6:22-27 (priestly blessing). Those services are about approach to God’s house in this
world, not about eternal resurrection.

Where Is the Weakness?
o “The law was weak through the flesh...” (Rom 8:3)
o Paulisn’t calling God’s Law defective; he locates the weakness in us—sinful flesh/mortality.

o That dovetails with Hebrews: the system served mortals in this age; it was never designed to perfect
sinners into resurrection life.

Read Psalm 110:4 and Hebrews 7:20-25.
o God swore an oath: “You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” (Ps 110:4)
o Oath + forever + indestructible life = a priesthood that finally does what the earthly could not.

o Result: “He always lives to make intercession... therefore He is able to save to the uttermost
those who draw near to God through Him.” (Heb 7:25)

o That’s perfection language—conscience cleansed, access secured, future guaranteed.
No Competition of Priesthoods
o “SodidJesus replace and nullify Aaron?”

o Hebrews says the opposite. If Messiah were on earth, “He would not be a priest”—because earthly
priests are offering gifts according to the Law (Heb 8:4).

o Categories: earthly Aaronic service (copy/shadow) vs. heavenly Melchizedekian service (reality)
(cf. Heb 9:23-24). Different realms, different purposes.

o Prophetic hope confirms continuity on earth: Jer 33:14-22 promises Davidic rule and Levitical
service; Ezek 40-48 envisions future temple service.

o Early church history footnote: “Many priests became obedient to the faith.” (Acts 6:7) — not
enemies, withesses.

Why it matters

o If“setaside” meant canceled, excluded believers back then (and we today) would have no way to
“draw near.” Hebrews says we have a better hope—now.

o Incrisis, don’t cling to the shadow as if it could perfect you; cling to the High Priest who always
lives for you.



o And don’t despise the shadow either; respect God’s earthly patterns in their proper sphere, while
resting your eternal hope in Messiah’s heavenly priesthood.

‘Set aside’ means bypassed for perfection, not canceled—so run to the Priest who always lives to
intercede.”

Misunderstanding #3: “New Covenant = No Torah”
Text: Heb 8:6-13; Jer 31:31-34.

Does Hebrews 8 cancel the Law and replace Judaism with Christianity? No. Hebrews is quoting Jeremiah—
and Jeremiah says something very different.

There is a common claim in Christian circles that the coming of the New Covenant means that there is No
Torah.

Let’s see what the Old Covenant actually is, what the New Covenant promises, and who it’s made with.
[READ Hebrews 8:6-13 and Jeremiah 31:31-34]

o Hebrews is quoting Jeremiah—so Jeremiah defines the terms.

o Note the parties and promises in the text before we import later assumptions.
What Was the “Old Covenant”?

o “Allthat the LORD has spoken we will do.” (Exod 19:5-6; 24:3-8)

o Old Covenant = Israel’s Sinai agreement to obey. It is not identical to the Torah itself.

o Heb 8:8: The fault was with the people, not with God’s Law.

o Ps19:7: “The Torah of the LORD is perfect.” The Law isn’t the problem; human hearts are.
What Does the New Covenant Promise?

o [READ Jeremiah 31:33-34]

o Same Torah, new location: “/ will put My Torah within them and write it on their hearts.”

o Universal knowledge of God: “They shall all know Me.”

o Fullforgiveness: “l will forgive their iniquity... remember their sin no more.”

o Parties named—this matters: the covenant is with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.

o New covenant # different Law; New = transformed people.
God’s Fidelity to Israel Stands

o Jer 31:35-37: Israel’s permanence is tied to the fixed order of sun, moon, stars.

o Jer 33:14-22: God affirms Davidic kingship and Levitical service—ongoing fidelity, not
abandonment.

o Bottom line: New Covenant promises do not erase Israel; they secure Israel’s future and mission.
How Is This Transformation Achieved?

o Ezek 36:26-27: New heart, new spirit, Spirit causes you to walk in God’s statutes.



o Joel 2:28-29: Spirit poured out on all flesh.
The engine of the New Covenant is the Spirit, writing the same Torah on hearts.

e Where Do Gentiles Fit?
o Notreplacement—grafting and citizenship.
o Rom 11: Gentiles are grafted into Israel’s olive tree—same root.

o Eph2:11-22: From “strangers” to the commonwealth of Israel, fellow citizens, one new humanity
in Messiah.

o John 4:22: “Salvation is from the Jews.”
o So Gentile disciples share in Israel’s New Covenant blessings; they don’t erase Israel.

e The New Covenant doesn’t swap out God’s Law; it swaps out our hearts—by the Spirit.

Misunderstanding #4: “Sacrifices Were Useless (or Evil)”
Texts: Heb 9:9-14; 10:1-4, 11-14.

e “Did the Old Testament sacrifices do nothing—and did Jesus make them obsolete? Hebrews says the
opposite: they worked in their God-given domain, and Messiah fulfilled what they never claimed to do.”

o Claim: “Sacrifices were worthless; Jesus replaced a broken system.”

o |lwantto show you what sacrifices actually did, what they didn’t do, and how Messiah’s offering
fulfills the reality they pointed to.

e What Sacrifices Actually Did (Their Domain)
o [READ Hebrews 9:13]

o “The blood of goats and bulls... sanctify for the purification of the flesh.” That’s Hebrews—
affirming the effectiveness of sacrifices in their sphere.

o Torah defines that sphere: Leviticus 4 (sin offerings) and Leviticus 16 (Yom Kippur) order ritual
purification so worshipers can enter holy space.

o Priests were even commanded to eat certain sin offerings as part of the rite (Lev 10:16-20)—this is
God-ordained worship, not empty ritual.

o Sacrifices were about approach to God’s house in this world—holy-space access and ritual
purity.

e What Sacrifices Did Not Do (By Design)
o [READ Hebrews 9:9; 10:1-4; 10:11]
o Theydid not “perfect the conscience.”
o They were reminders of sin year by year (10:3).
o Priests stand daily because the work of ritual maintenance is ongoing in this age (10:11).

o Conclusion: They were never intended to cleanse the inner conscience or secure eternal
redemption. That’s not failure—that’s scope.

e What Messiah’s Offering Does (Once for All)



o [READ Hebrews 9:12, 14; 10:14]

o “He entered once for all... having obtained eternal redemption” (9:12).

o Hisblood cleanses the conscience from dead works to serve the living God (9:14).

o “By one offering He has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified” (10:14).

o Thisis the better hope: what the earthly rites never claimed to do, Messiah actually
accomplishes.

e Not a Levitical Ritual, but the Reality

o Yeshua’s death is not a Torah sacrifice in a procedural sense (no priestly slaughter at the altar, no
temple blood rite).

o The Apostles speak typologically:

=  “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29)—metaphor, not
species.

= |Isaiah 53 portrays the righteous servant bearing iniquity, even as an ’‘asham (guilt offering)
image.

o So, Messiah’s death is the heavenly reality to which the Levitical patterns pointed—not a one-to-
one Levitical procedure.

e Alewish Category That Illuminates Hebrews

o Thereis an important parallel in Jewish literature that helps us understand the death of the
Messiah.

o b.Moed Katan 28a:

= Rabbi Ami said: Why was the Torah portion that describes the death of Miriam juxtaposed
to the portion dealing with the red heifer? To tell you: Just as the red heifer atones for
sin, so too, the death of the righteous atones for sin. Rabbi Elazar said: Why was the
Torah portion that describes the death of Aaron juxtaposed to the portion discussing the
priestly garments? This teaches that just as the priestly garments atone for sin, so too,
the death of the righteous atones for sin.

o “The death of the righteous atones” is a known theme in Jewish sources (see also Sifra, Acharei
Mot 1:4; b. Shabbat 105b)

o Ifthe tzaddik suffers undeservedly, his suffering benefits others.

o Hebrews taps this moral logic and lifts it to its consummation: the perfectly righteous One suffers
for the many—hence eternal efficacy.

e So,don’t despise God’s sacrificial system; Scripture never does. It worked in its domain: holy-space
access and ritual purity.

o Sacrifices weren’t useless—they were useful in their sphere; Messiah’s offering is ultimate for all spheres.

e Also, don’t lean on what was never meant to carry your eternal weight. Your conscience is cleansed and
your future secured by Messiah’s once-for-all offering (Heb 10:14, 18).

e Therefore: draw near with a true heart (Heb 10:22).



Misunderstanding #5: “Spirit vs. Letter Means Commandments Don’t Matter”
Texts: 2 Cor 3; Rom 2:29; 7-8; Heb 8 (Jer 31).

e “Does ‘the Spirit, not the letter’ mean the commandments don’t matter? Paul never says that. He’s after
deeper obedience, not no obedience.”

e Define the Terms (Jewish Usage)
o These are Jewish categories:
= Letter = the specific mitzvah (command).
= Spirit = the intention that widens application.
o Example: Deuteronomy 22:8 (build a parapet on your roof).
= Letter: put afence around a flat roof.

= Spirit: remove hazards anywhere on your property (stairs, pools, tools)—the general duty
to prevent bloodshed.

o So “spirit” doesn’t cancel the “letter”; it presses the letter further in love.
e [READ 2 Corinthians 3:6-18 — only the highlights]

o “The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life” (v. 6). Paul contrasts ministries: the Sinai administration
condemns sinners; the Spirit’s ministry gives life.

o He never says God’s commandments are bad; he says the old covenant ministry exposes guilt,
while in Messiah the veil is lifted and we’re transformed.

o Thisis about Condemnation vs. transformation, not commandments vs. no commandments.
¢ Romans 7-8 helps us understand Paul’s Own Posture to Torah (Romans)

o [Romans 7:12] “The law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.”

o [Romans 7:22] “I delight in the law of God in my inner being.”

o [Romans 7:14-25] The problem isn’t Torah; it’s the flesh.

o Solution: the Spirit enables the “righteous requirement of the law” to be fulfilled in us who walk
not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit (Rom 8:4).

o Also note Rom 2:29: true circumcision is of the heart, by the Spirit.

o Paul’s logic: the Spirit doesn’t free us from obedience; He frees us for obedience.
e Already/Not Yet: The Spirit as Down Payment

o We have the Spirit as a seal/down payment: 2 Cor 1:21-22; 5:5; Eph 1:13-14.

o The New Covenant is being written on hearts now, but its fullness is future—hence the struggle
remains (Rom 7).

o Soourobedience is real but in progress—Spirit-led, growing, transforming.

e [READ Hebrews 10:16-18] (quoting Jer 31)



o “lwill put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds... | will remember their sins no
more.”

o Forgiveness + inscribed Torah = transformation, not antinomian license.
o Hebrews grounds grace in change of the person, not change of God’s standards.
e The Spirit Deepens the Letter

o Deut 22:8 again: By the Spirit, we don’t just fence roofs—we proactively remove hazards
anywhere our decisions could harm others (home, online, business).

o Speech: The letter says “don’t bear false witness”; the Spirit presses the intent—truthfulness,
promise-keeping, guarding another’s reputation.

o Faithfulness: The letter says “don’t commit adultery”; the Spirit convicts at the heart-level—eyes,
habits, boundaries—so faithfulness deepens.

o Spirit = power to love the command, wisdom to apply it broadly, strength to do it.

o “Spirit vs. letter” doesn’t erase commandments; the Spirit writes them deeper—on our hearts.

Misunderstanding #6: “We Have an Altar” (Heb 13:10) = Eucharist Replaces
Sacrifices
Texts: Heb 13:9-16; Hos 14:2 (LXX); Acts 3:1; Luke 24:53; Acts 2:42; 5:42.

e Does Hebrews 13:10 set up a Christian altar—the Eucharist—as a replacement for the Temple?

o No. Hebrews is not shifting grace to a new ritual food; it’s shifting our eyes to a heavenly altar and a
living High Priest.

e Another misunderstanding about Hebrews is the idea that Hebrews 13:10 institutes a Christian sacrificial
altar that replaces the Temple.

e [READ Hebrews 13:9-16]

e What’s the context?
o Remember: The Jewish disciples of Jesus had been excluded from the Temple.
o This means that they had no ability to partake of the sacred food in the temple.

o Some sacrifices were completely burned up on the altar, but others only burned a portion of the
meat, leaving parts of it for the person offering it to partake of.

o This meat was considered holy, kodesh, as opposed to common, and there were some believers in
the first century who strived to only eat food that had been consecrated in the temple.

o When the believers lost the ability to worship in the temple, they also lost their ability to eat holy
meat.

o Vv.9:“ltis good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods...”—a direct rebuke of the idea that
eating sacrificial portions imparts grace.

e v.10: “We have an altar from which those who serve the tent have no right to eat.”

o Question: What altar? Hebrews has already told us where Messiah serves.



Cue: Heb 8:2; 9:24 > He ministers in the true tent; He has entered heaven itself.
o Conclusion: Our “altar” is heavenly, not a church table supplanting the Temple.
What Hebrews Is (and Isn’t) Saying

o Hebrews isn’t scorning the Temple practice; it’s clarifying where grace comes from: Messiah’s
priesthood, not from foods (13:9).

o Therefore, “We have an altar” means: we have access to the heavenly sanctuary through our High
Priest—not a new ritual that competes with Israel’s altar.

After 70 CE: How Did Israel Worship without Sacrifices?

o Hosea 14:2 — Take words with you and return to the LORD. Say to Him, “Take away all guilt and
receive us graciously, so that we may present the fruit of our lips.

= Hebrew: “the bulls of our lips.”
= LXX: “the fruit of our lips.”
= Targum Hosea 14:2: “Let the words of our lips be as bulls on Your altar.”

= Thisis the rabbinic answer to the “no sacrifices” crisis: Prayer at appointed times stands in
the place of offerings.

o Hebrews mirrors this logic, but explicitly through Messiah

= Hebrews 13:15-16 — “Through Him then, let’s continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to
God, that s, the fruit of lips praising His name. And do not neglect doing good and sharing,
for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

= Thisis classic Jewish triad: tefillah (prayer), teshuvah (repentance/return), tzedakah
(charity/justice)—reframed through Messiah.

= Hebrews isn’t inventing sacramental food; it’s commending spiritual sacrifices through the
heavenly priesthood.

Again, Hebrews isn’t scorning the Temple practice. This is confirmed in the many examples of the early
Disciples still using the Temple until they were excluded by the Sadducees.

o Luke 24:53: “Continually in the Temple, blessing God.”
o Acts 2:42: They continued in teaching, fellowship, breaking bread, and the prayers.
o Acts 3:1: Peter and John go up at the ninth hour (time of the tamid afternoon service).

o Acts 5:42: “Every day, in the Temple and from house to house...”
Point: The issue isn’t despising Temple liturgy; it’s recognizing that grace comes from Messiah, not
from eating offerings.

Why “Our Altar” Is Not the Eucharistic Table in Hebrews
o The text’s contrast is grace vs. foods (13:9), not “Temple vs. Church.”
o The altar Hebrews has in view is located where Messiah ministers now—in heaven (Heb 8:2; 9:24).

o Therefore, Heb 13:10 cannot be an ordinance that replaces the Temple; it is an invitation to
approach God’s presence through Messiah’s priesthood, offering praise and acts of mercy as
sacrifices.



¢ “We have an altar” means we have heaven’s High Priest—so our sacrifices are praise, goodness, and
generosity, offered through Him, not grace-by-foods.

Misunderstanding #7: “Once-for-All = No Ongoing Holiness”
Texts: Heb 10:19-39; 12:1-14.

o |If Jesusfinished the work, does that mean perseverance and holiness are optional?
o Hebrews says the opposite: grace opens the door—and summons us to walk in.
e Access Comes with Assignments (Heb 10:19-25)
o [READ Hebrews 10:19-22]
o Because of Messiah’s blood, we have confidence to enter the heavenly holy place
o Theveilis “His flesh.”
o Now the imperatives (vv. 23-25):
= Hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering (v. 23).
= Consider how to stir up one another to love and good works (v. 24).

= Do not neglect gathering; encourage one another—all the more as the Day approaches (v.
25).

o Access is a gift; steadfastness and community obedience are the response.
e The Warnings Are Real (Heb 10:26-31)
o Read key lines.

= Deliberate persistence in sin after receiving the knowledge of the truth leaves “no sacrifice
for sins,” only fearful judgment (vv. 26-27).

= Totrample the Son of God, profane the blood of the covenant, and outrage the Spirit of
grace (v. 29) is to invite judgment.

=  “ltis afearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (v. 31).
o Grace is not a safety net for rebellion; it’s power for faithful endurance.
e Holiness Is the Goal
o [READ Hebrews 12:14]
o Notoptional. This is the aim of discipline, the shape of discipleship.
e The “Root of Bitterness” Is Presumption (Heb 12:15)

o “Root of bitterness” echoes Deut 29:18-20: the person who presumes—*“| shall be safe though |
walk in the stubbornness of my heart.”

o That presumption spreads and defiles many (Heb 12:15).

o Esau(12:16-17) embodies squandered inheritance for a single indulgence; later, he found no
place for repentance, though he sought the blessing with tears.

o License poisons communities; presumption endangers souls.



e Sinaivs. Zion: Greater Privilege > Greater Seriousness
o Contrast the assemblies.
o Sinai: blazing fire, darkness, trumpet, terror—Israel begged that no further word be spoken.

o Zion: heavenly Jerusalem, innumerable angels, assembly of firstborn, spirits of the righteous made
perfect, Yeshua the mediator, and blood that speaks a better word than Abel’s.

o More access, not less seriousness.

e The Coming Shaking Calls for Reverence
o “Yetonce more | will shake not only the earth but also the heavens” (Hag 2:6; Heb 12:26).
o What can be shaken will be removed; an unshakable kingdom remains.

o Therefore: gratitude, and worship with reverence and awe, “for our God is a consuming fire”
(12:28-29).

o End-times perspective produces present-tense holiness.

e “Once-for-all” opens the way; it doesn’t cancel the way of holiness—so hold fast, gather, endure
discipline, and pursue peace and holiness.

Misunderstanding #8: “Stay Inside the Camp”

Texts: Heb 13:11-14.
o Faithfulness means being widely accepted—by Judaism or by the Church—right?
e Hebrews says the opposite: real faithfulness often puts you outside the camp.
e Hebrews 13:11-14

o VV. 11-12: The bodies of certain sin offerings are burned outside the camp; Messiah suffered
outside the gate.

o V. 13: Therefore, “let us go to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach.”
o V. 14:“For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the one to come.”

o Hebrews links Temple imagery with discipleship—where Messiah is, that’s where His people
stand, even if it’s outside.

o “Outside the Camp”: The Typology

o Onthe Day of Atonement, the carcasses of the sin offerings were removed and burned outside
the camp (cf. Lev 16:27).

o Hebrews overlays this onto Messiah’s crucifixion “outside the gate” (13:12): the place of
reproach, exclusion, shame.

o Discipleship logic: if He is there, we go there—identity with Him outranks identity with any camp.
e Bearing His Reproach (13:13): What It Means

o Not seeking scandal, but accepting the cost of loyalty to Yeshua: social, religious, or institutional
exclusion.

o Forthefirstreaders: exclusion from Temple/altar access and mainstream acceptance.



Summary

1.

2.

o

o

For us: the cost could be reputation, career, family pressure, or being misunderstood by both
religious and secular “camps.”

Principle: Allegiance over approval. When approval demands compromise, we go to Him.

“No Lasting City” (13:14): Pilgrim Identity

o

o

o

Link Hebrews 13:14 with the earlier vision:
Heb 11:10, 16: Abraham sought the city with foundations, the better country, the heavenly one.
Rev 21: New Jerusalem—our true homeland.

Therefore: Don’t trade heavenly realities for temporary access/approval. Our citizenship is
anchored in the city to come.

Pilgrims don’t panic when the camp won’t have them—they know they’re headed for a city.

Diagnostics (self-check):

o

o

@)

Do | mute parts of Jesus’ teaching to stay inside a camp?
Do | treat human approval as proof of faithfulness?

Am | embarrassed by obedience that marks me as “other”?

Practices (to live this out):

o

@)

@)

Confession: Name where approval has eclipsed allegiance.
Community: Gather with saints who stir courage (Heb 10:24-25).

Worship: Offer the “fruit of lips” and acts of mercy (Heb 13:15-16)—sacrifices that please God
whether inside or outside any camp.

Encouragement: He’s There First

o

o

o

The reproach is His before it’s ours; the ground outside the camp is holy because He is there.

Outside now, inside forever: the One who suffered outside the gate will welcome you inside the
New Jerusalem (Rev 21).

So take heart: rejection now becomes honor then.

Faithfulness isn’t clinging to the camp; it’s clinging to Messiah—even outside—because our city is still to

come.

Earthly worship is a shadow/copy that points to the heavenly reality

New Covenant writes the same Torah on hearts (Jer 31).

Heavenly priesthood of Messiah doesn’t slander earthly patterns; it is explained by them.

Sacrifices had true but limited efficacy; Messiah’s offering achieves eternal redemption.
“Spirit vs letter” deepens obedience; it doesn’t annul it.

Our “altar” is heavenly; our continual sacrifices = praise, mercy, generosity.

Perseverance, holiness, and discipline are non-negotiable.



8. Beready to bear reproach; our hope is New Jerusalem.

Prayer: Ask for unveiled faces, hearts inscribed by the Spirit, and endurance to run the race.



