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Pharisees



Pharisees

* The authority of the Prophets (Neviim) and the Writings
(Ketuvim)

* The eternal nature of the soul
* The resurrection of the dead

* Eternal punishment for the wicked and reward for the
righteous

* The coming of the Messiah
* The Messianic Kingdom
* The existence of angels and other divine beings




“The scholars and the
Pharisees sit in the seat of
Moses, so whatever they

tell you, observe and do it.”

- Matthew 23:2—3aj




Scholars (Scribes)



“because they devoted so much time to the
Bible, the first Sages were called: Those who
count [soferim], because they would count all
the letters in the Torah, as they would say that

the letter vav in the word ‘belly [1"13, gahon] is
the midpoint of the letters in a Torah scroll.””

- b. Kiddushin 30a
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Sadducees




“Didn’t we learn in a mishna: Do not be
sure of yourself until the day you die, as
Yohanan the High Priest, who served in the
High Priesthood for eighty years and
ultimately became a Sadducee. Even one
who is outstanding in his righteousness

can become a heretic.”

- b. Berakhot 29a
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Judeans and
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“However, while all Israelites in Israel in
the first century adhered to a ‘common
Judaism, Galileans ‘had a different
soclal, economic and political matrix
than Jews living in Judea or the
Diaspora.’”

- Dr. Markus Cromhout, quoting J. L. Reed
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Samaritans
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Essenes
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Tefillin found at Qumran. © The Israel Museum, Jerusalem, by Yigael Yadin



Zealots



Hillel and
Shammai



Civil War

Rome (Pompey) steps in,
makes Judah a Protectorate
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