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בוּעָה שְׁ
shevu’ah

“oath”



נֶדֶר
neder
“vow”



“Better than both the one who vows and 
does not pay, and the one who vows and 
pays, is one who does not take a vow at 
all.” 

Rabbi Meir (b. Chullin 2a)  



“But I say to you, take no oath at all…But 
make sure your statement is, ‘Yes, yes’
or ‘No, no’; anything beyond these is of 
evil origin.”

Yeshua (Matthew 5:34–37)  













נִתְׁ  קחֲזַק חֲזַק וְׁ חֵַּק
Chazak Chazak v'nitchazeik!

Be Strong, Be Strong, Let Us Be 
Strengthened!



Elements of a Suzerainty Treaty

•Preamble

•Historical Prologue

•Stipulations

•Deposition and Regular Reading

•List of Witnesses

•Blessings and Curses



Exodus 20 as a Suzerainty Treaty

•Preamble: “I am the LORD your God”

•Historical Prologue: “who brought you out…”

•Stipulations: The Ten Words

•Blessings and Curses: Interspersed within the 
Ten Words



Deuteronomy as a Suzerainty Treaty

•Preamble: 1:1-5
•Historical Prologue: 1:6-4:49
•Stipulations: Chapters 5-11 and 12-26
•Deposition and Regular Reading: Chapters 27 
and 31
•List of Witnesses: 30:19-32:1
•Blessings and Curses: Chapter 28



Radical Nature of this Covenant

1. Ancient gods did not make covenants with 
men.

2. Ancient covenants were made between rulers, 
not between a ruler and the common people.

3. Every Jew, therefore, is party to the covenant, 
and responsible for studying and living it.



“In the wilderness”: When they made the Golden Calf (Exodus 32:8)

“On the plain”: Because of water (Exodus 17:3)

“Facing Suf”: When they rebelled at the Sea of Reeds (Yam Suf)

“Between Paran”: With regard to the spies (as it says in Numbers 13:3), “Moses sent them 
from the wilderness of Paran.”

“And Tophel”: These were the frivolous words (tiphlot) they said about the manna.

“Lavan”: This was Korah’s mutiny.

“Hatzerot”: Because of the quails.

“Di-zahav”: This is when Aaron said to them: Enough (dai) of this golden (zahav) sin which 
you have committed with the calf!





עַל־פִי הַתּוֹרָה
אֲשֶר יוֹרוּךָ



יָרָה
yara

“to throw or cast”



חַטָאת
chatat

“miss the target”



הַתּוֹרָהעַל־פִי 
יוֹרוּךָאֲשֶר 





Deuteronomy:
שָמוֹר

shamor = “keep”

Exodus:
זָכוֹר

zachor = “remember”













https://mezuzahstore.com/



Seven mezzuzah parchments were discovered in Cave 4 (4Q149-55) and 
one in Cave 8 (8QMez).



Why?



What is the meaning of these decrees, 
statutes, and ordinances?

“Tell your child the story of redemption.”



And you were dead in your offenses and sins... But God, being 
rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 
even when we were dead in our wrongdoings, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised 
us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus... Therefore remember that previously you, the 
Gentiles... remember that you were at that time separate from 
Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers to the covenants of the promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who 
previously were far away have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ. (Ephesians 2:1-13)



What is the meaning of these decrees, 
statutes, and ordinances?

“Tell your child the story of redemption.”

“…for our prosperity always and for our 

preservation.”



What is the meaning of these decrees, 
statutes, and ordinances?

“Tell your child the story of redemption.”

“…for our prosperity always and for our 

preservation.”

“And it will be righteousness for us...”



דָקָה צְׁ
tzedaka

“righteousness”
the quality, state, and characteristic 

of being in the right



“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be satisfied.”

(Matthew 5:6)



“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness...”
(Matthew 6:33)

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be satisfied.”

(Matthew 5:6)



“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness...”
(Matthew 6:33)

“Take care not to practice your righteousness in the sight of 
people, to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward 
with your Father who is in heaven.”

(Matthew 6:1)

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they will be satisfied.”

(Matthew 5:6)



“Do not be mismatched with unbelievers; for what do 
righteousness and Torah-lessness [ἀνομίας, anomias, being 
without Torah] share together, or what does light have in 
common with darkness?”                                  (2 Corinthians 6:14)



“Everyone who practices sin also practices Torah-lessness; and 
sin is Torah-lessness.... the one who practices righteousness is 
righteous, just as He is righteous...”                 (1 John 3:4, 7)

“Do not be mismatched with unbelievers; for what do 
righteousness and Torah-lessness [ἀνομίας, anomias, being 
without Torah] share together, or what does light have in 
common with darkness?”                                  (2 Corinthians 6:14)



“Everyone who practices sin also practices Torah-lessness; and 
sin is Torah-lessness.... the one who practices righteousness is 
righteous, just as He is righteous...”                 (1 John 3:4, 7)

“And it will be righteousness for us if we are careful to follow all 
this commandment before the LORD our God, just as He 
commanded us.”                                                 (Deuteronomy 6:25)

“Do not be mismatched with unbelievers; for what do 
righteousness and Torah-lessness [ἀνομίας, anomias, being 
without Torah] share together, or what does light have in 
common with darkness?”                                  (2 Corinthians 6:14)
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